
 

News for weekend beginning Friday 12th November 2021 
The Parish of St. Laurence’s, Church Stretton with  

St. Michael’s & All Angels LEP, All Stretton & All Saints, Little Stretton. 
Parish Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk 

Parish office: 01694 724224    office@strettonparish.org.uk 
Contact will now be fortnightly, the next one will be for week beginning 

Friday  26th November 

 
Our verse for the year: 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15.13 

Sunday 14th November, Remembrance Sunday  Readings, Psalm 16, Mark 13.1-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be an act of remembrance at the Memorial Cross at the bottom of Longhills Road.  We gather at 
10.55am for the Last Post, two minutes silence, and laying of wreaths.  
 
We are no longer asking people to book in to services—just come along! 
 

 

Advent is a time of expectation: the word itself means ‘coming’. We 
recall ancient Israel’s hope for the advent of the Messiah and we look 
forward with hope to the fulfilment of God’s Kingdom in the second 
coming of Christ. 

Everyone is invited to our Parish Advent Hope Carol Service on Sunday 
28th November at 4pm in St Laurence’s, where the words and music 
enable us to worship God as we begin our journey of Advent. 
 

 
 

Café Church  
Our first Café Church at the Parish Centre was a joyous 
occasion with a large congregation of all ages. 
Worship, prayer and teaching were interwoven 
between opportunities to build new friendships, 
strengthen old ones and reflect together on issues of 
concern and what it means to work together as 
‘fishers of men’.  

 

 

St. Laurence’s    8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2 

     9.45 Remembrance Service 

Parish Centre     9.45 All Age Remembrance Service 

St. Michael’s   10.30 Holy Communion 

All Saints   11.00 Holy Communion, Order 2 

Online Service  10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066 



 

The Ministry Team time away: The Ministry Team, including the  
Churchwardens and Parish Treasurer, are grateful for your prayers for 
their time away at Foxhill House, a retreat in the Diocese of Cheshire. The  
peaceful environment encouraged thoughtful discussion and prayerful 
contemplation, a time to rest and listen to God, as well as time and space 
to relax in each other’s company over shared meals. The sight of a flock 
of geese flying overhead reflecting the early morning sunshine, was like 
an image to show how we, together following the same path, should be reflecting God’s love and glory 
across out Parish. The noise they were making as they travelled reminded us that we should be “chattering 
the gospel” to those we live amongst. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come and join us at our Christingle Service on Saturday 27th November at 
4pm.  We will make our Christingles together (using real candles this year!) and 
think about our hopes for this special season in our calendar.  This service is child 
and family-friendly with a relaxed, informal atmosphere. We will finish in time for 
the children's competitions and Light Switch-on in the Market Square. A warm  
welcome awaits you.   
 
 

 
 
Would you like to take part in the candlelight Christmas Wreath Making Workshop 
on Saturday 4th December 2pm-4pm in St. Michael and All Angels, All Stretton?  
£18-00 to include all materials.  Proceeds to Wateraid. For more information contact 
Lesley McIntyre 01694 723427  
 

 
 
 
 
 
. 

Bishop Richard’s listening event:  The diocesan strategy was launched in 2015 following an  
extensive listening and engagement process adopting the strapline, "Proclaiming Christ, Growing 
Disciples." As the first five years of the strategy draw to a close, Bishop Richard has started to  
review how effective the plan was, to look at ways in which we need to change and what we still 
need to do. Bishop Richard will host a number of listening events across the diocese starting in 
November and running to early December. The feedback from these listening events will be used 
to build strategy objectives and plans for the next diocesan five year plan.  
 
Bishop Richard will be visiting the Parish Centre, Church Stretton on Saturday 27 November at 
2pm-3.30pm. You are warmly invited to attend this event, please register online   
If you are unable to attend this event, please do join any of the other listening events or complete 
the online survey. Details can be found on the diocesan website: www.hereford.anglican.org 

CAROLS & TEA 

Wednesday December 1st at 2.30pm 

St Laurence’s Church, Church Stretton 

Come along and enjoy: 

A short traditional Carol Service and 

a Christmas tea served in the church 

 Everybody welcome 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bishop-of-hereford-autumn-2021-listening-event-church-stretton-tickets-184944703587
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/calendar/event.php?event=288&monthly_view=grid&calendar_category_id=0


Life Groups 
We currently have 17 Life Groups across the Parish which are a great way to make friends and support each 
other.  We pray and explore the Bible together, ask questions about our faith and grapple with what it might 
mean in our daily lives.  We would encourage everyone to sign up to join a Life Group.   
Information about the Life Groups in the Parish is now available on the parish website under the Church Life 
tab on the home page.  Do take a look, and if you are interested in trying one, sign up via the form, and the  
coordinator will be in touch with you. 
 
 
Reverse Advent Calendar collection for The Ark:   
Once again we are collecting items for The Ark, a charity supporting homeless people in Shrewsbury.  
Donate up to 24 items to support those in need (if you can only offer one or two, all items will be gratefully 
received).  There is a collecting box in St Michael’s Church in All Stretton which will be open from 10am to 
4pm each day.  Alternatively bring items to the Parish Centre from 22nd November.  The last date for  
donations is 5th December.  In case of questions, contact Janet Ward 725571. 
These are the specific items we have been asked to donate: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Very many thanks to Children’s Society Box Holders who managed to provide their boxes for opening at the 
first  request!  Please bring remaining boxes to church next Sunday (November 21st) or ‘deliver’ to Becheacre 
(Burway Road) during the week. If neither of these is possible, please ring 722017 (Adele Grounds) to arrange 
for collection. Thank you  
 
Living in Love and Faith A large number from across the Parish gathered last 
Saturday morning as part of the Church of England’s consultation to discern a 
way forward in matters of identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. It was 
heartening to hear honest and open discussion about the issues raised and the 
sincere listening of each other. A summary, reflecting the range of views  
expressed will be shared with the Diocese after which they will be part of the 
wider General Synod debate. Thank you to all who took part in this consultation.  
 

 
Messy Church:  We were joined by 30 people for this month’s session  
entitled  'Remembering Noah'. We thought about how Noah was  
remembered by God and how Noah remembered to trust God and have 
faith as he spent decades building the ark. We enjoyed making rainbow 
streamers, paper plate arks, rainmakers and experimenting with a Shaving 
Foam rain cloud!! Thank you to everyone who helped before, during or  
after the session, and to those of you who faithfully pray for Messy Church. 
 

 
 
Taize Worship: Sunday 21st November at 6pm at St Milburga’s. Join us for 40 
minutes of singing, readings, prayers and a time of quiet reflection. Stretton Taize 
is associated with Churches Together in the Strettons. 

Chocolate Biscuits Tea 

Coffee Drinking  Sugar 

Fruit Squash Underwear Cuppa soups 

Pot noodles Baby wipes Shower gel 

Shampoo Hats & Socks 

https://strettonparish.org.uk/small-groups/


Diary: 
Tuesday 16th November  
 9.15am—Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s 
 7.00pm—Bellringing practice, St Laurence’s 

 7.30pm—PCC, Parish Centre 
Wednesday 17th 
10.30am—Holy Communion, St Laurence’s 
Thursday 18th 
10.00am—Parents & Toddlers, Parish Centre 
 2.00pm—Funeral Service of Sheila Smith, St Laurence’s 
 Friday 19th 
  8.30am—Prayer meeting, St Michael’s 
  2.00pm—Funeral of David Maddocks, St Laurence’s 
 5.00pm—Choir practice, St Laurence’s 
 Sunday 21st Christ the King  Readings Psalm 93, John 18.-33-37 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 23rd November  
 9.15am—Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s 
 7.00pm—Bellringing practice, St Laurence’s 
Wednesday 24th 
11.00am Banner Group, Parish Centre 
10.30am—Holy Communion, St Laurence’s 
Thursday 25th 
10.00am—Parents & Toddlers, Parish Centre 
Friday 26th 
  8.30am—Prayer meeting, St Michael’s 
 5.00pm—Choir practice, St Laurence’s 
Saturday 27th 
  2.00pm—Bishop Richard’s Listening Event, Parish Centre 
  4.00pm—Christingle Service, St Laurence’s 
Sunday 28th Advent Sunday  Readings Jeremiah 33.14-16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please note, the Parish Office will only be open on Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th next week.  This Contact is 
for two weeks. 

St. Laurence’s    8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2 

     9.30 Holy Communion 

    11.15 Informal Worship, with Holy Communion 

St. Michael’s   10.30 Morning Worship 

All Saints   11.00 Morning Prayer 

Online Service  10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066 

St. Laurence’s    8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2 

     9.30 Morning Worship 

    11.15 Informal Worship, followed by baptism at 12.2opm 

    4.00 Advent Carol Service 

St. Michael’s   10.30 Holy Communion (URC) 

All Saints   11.00 Holy Communion, Order 1 

Online Service  10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066 



Rector Rev Steve Johnson steve.johnson@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 722585 
Curate Rev David Andrews david.andrews@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 721355 
Associate Minister Rev Christobel Hargraves chris.hargraves@strettonparish.org.uk 01547 550311 
Minister, St Michaels Rev Hazel Allen hazel.allen@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 751400 
Children & Families Worker Sally Clilverd sally@strettonparish.org.uk 07985 943 906 

Pioneer Community Mission Enabler Romaine Thompson romaine.thompson@strettonparish.org.uk  
Readers Robert Rayner rayner617@btinternet.com 01584 861424 

 Gillian Taylor gillian.taylor@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 722956 
Churchwardens Steve King steve.king@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 722694 
 Marion Shuttleworth marion.shuttleworth@strettonparish.org.uk 01588 672597 
Pastoral Coordinator  Barbara Oakley  barbara.oakley@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 724225 
Deputy Wardens    

All Saints Moira Matthews 
Chris Jones 

moiraematthews@gmail.com 
mail@chrisbellamy.plus.com 

01694 723045 
01694 722229 

St Michael’s Malcom Forbes  01694 723439 
Treasurer Graham Vince graham.vince@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 328478 

Rector’s PA Jo Aze jo.aze@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 724224 
Rector’s Day Off Fridays Church office hours:     9am-12.30pm Monday to Friday 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For our prayers: 
We pray for those who mourn,  particularly the family and friends of Sheila Smith whose service of  
Remembrance will be held on Thursday 18th November at 2pm in St Laurence’s, David Maddocks, whose  
funeral service will be on Friday 19th November at 2pm in St Laurence’s and Jean Johnson (of Ludlow Road) 
whose funeral will be on Friday 26th November at 10.45am at the crematorium. 
 
We pray for those who are sick or are unable to leave their homes:   
Malcolm L, Rob H, Margot, Paul J, Ewan, Rosemary F, Eileen B, Jeannie, Margaret B, Margaret E, Doreen H, 
Sue H-M, Di P, Roger W, Ray E. 
 
Residential Homes: We pray for all our nursing homes, particularly remembering Ley Gardens. 
 
Prayer Chain:  Prayer requests for the prayer chain should be sent to Jo at office@strettonparish.org.uk 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Here are some of the photographs taken at the service 
of Consecration of All Saints Church last month.  It was 
a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and give thanks 
for All Saints and to look forward to its continuing 
Christian witness in Little Stretton. 


