News for weekend beginning Friday 10th December 2021
Parish Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Parish office: 01694 724224 office@strettonparish.org.uk
Contact will now be fortnightly, the next one will be for week beginning Friday 7th January
Our verse for the year:
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15.13

In line with the latest government advice, wearing of masks is mandatory in all our
church buildings.

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas.
We hope you can join us to worship Immanuel, God with us, at
our Christmas services. See overleaf for all the details.

Blue Christmas, Tuesday 21st December, 6pm, St Laurence’s
This service of lament and hope is for all who may find Christmas
difficult this year, especially when others are celebrating. It will be a
quiet worship service where we can acknowledge the reality of our
loss, grief and heartache, find comfort in being in company with others
and meet with God in the darkness.
We would be so glad for you to join us if you would benefit, or for you
to invite someone along who you think might.

Change of service pattern at St Laurence’s in the New year:

After much thought and prayer the PCC/Churchwardens and I, Steve, have decided to trial a different
arrangement for Sunday morning services until Easter 2022. In essence we will combine the 9.30am and
the 11.15am services into a single service at 10.30am. The 8am Holy Communion service will continue
weekly. This will be for a trial period until Easter.
A number of things have led to this change, firstly the positive feedback to our combined services in the
summer and October. We also recognise the need for cohesion as a church at this time. One of the
inevitable consequences of the pandemic has been a dislocation in our worship and a greater difficulty
in sustaining fellowship, both of which are central to our identity and mission. There is also the difficulty
of fulfilling so many roles in the services across the parish. We believe the opportunity to meet together
as one congregation is an exciting development that will help us reconnect with one another and God.
Obviously we will need to strike a balance between styles, liturgies and music and we are confident that
this will be a positive move for us at St Laurence’s. So from 2nd January, our monthly pattern will be:
1st Sunday

10.30am
10.30am
2nd Sunday
10.30am
3rd Sunday
10.30am
4th & 5th Sundays 10.30am

Holy Communion
Café Church, Parish Centre
Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

2nd-5th Sundays in the month, children’s activities will be in the Parish Centre. Children will be dropped
off before the service starts and they will re-join us in church before the end of the service.

Alpha - The Call…

As we approach running an Alpha course in the Parish, starting on Thursday 20th
January, please be praying for it and all the preparations.
Why not join in with the following;
1: Write down the names of three people you would like to explore faith
2: Set a daily alarm for say, 11am and pray for your three people and the UK for the next month
3: Be open and expectant to see how God will use you.
For more information on Alpha, to join the course or to offer to help set up or serve in the
kitchen, do contact the office.
Christmas is coming!
It’s early December, and we’ve already held two very successful carol services in St Laurence’s church, which have
been greatly enjoyed by those who came along.
A new venture for Stretton Parish was an Advent Carol
Service. On November 28th, the first Sunday of Advent, a
service of readings, and a homily by Steve on the theme
of light shining in darkness was complemented by advent
hymns and carols beautifully led by a group of singers.
The theme was further enhanced by the use of lanterns
which lit up the window ledges around the church and of
course, the lights on the Christmas tree.
The singers were back again on December 1st to lead the singing at the annual Carols & Tea
event. It was a joy to be able to welcome people back to this popular service after the
unavoidable gap last year. David led the service, at which over seventy people gathered to hear
the familiar Christmas readings and to join in with the singing of popular carols in a very relaxed
setting, sitting round tables ready for a Christmas tea, which was enjoyed by all. The congregation
was made up of people from the church family and local community, as well as some from the
care and residential homes in the parish. A huge thank you to the Ring & Ride drivers who worked
hard to get people to and from the church. It was a very wet afternoon, but all those who came
were pleased that they had made the effort to be there.
Thanks to everyone who worked hard to make these two events so successful .

The Christingle service in St Laurence’s scheduled for
Saturday 28th November had to be cancelled along with other
town events due to the power cut across the town. We were
pleased we could reschedule the service which took place on
Thursday and 25 children enjoyed the service.
Again, thank you to all the volunteers from our congregations
that helped to keep everyone safe and made this special
outreach service meaningful to the families that came.

Sunday 12th December, 3rd Sunday of Advent, Readings Zephaniah 3.14-end, Luke 3.7-18
St. Laurence’s
8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
9.30 Holy Communion
11.15 Informal Worship
St. Michael’s
10.30 Praise and Prayer
All Saints
3.00 Carol Service
Online Service 10.00

Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Monday 13th December
10.15am—St Lawrence Primary School Christmas service in St Laurence’s
Tuesday 14th
9.15am—Prayer Meeting, Parish Centre
2.30pm—Mothers’ Union Christmas Afternoon Tea, Parish Centre
7.00pm—Bellringing practice, St Laurence’s
Wednesday 15th
10.30am—Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
Thursday 16th
10.00am—Parents & Toddlers, Parish Centre
Friday 17th
8.30am—Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
5.00pm—Choir practice, St Laurence’s
Saturday 18th
12noon—Wedding of Carole Jackson and Anthony Poole, All Saints
1,00pm—Burial of ashes of Ian & Valerie McCalla at Greenhills Cemetery. Any friends welcome to attend.
7.30pm—Little Hereford Voices Christmas Concert, St Laurence’s.
Sunday 19th, 4th Sunday of Advent Readings Micah 5.2-5a, Luke 1.39-45
St. Laurence’s

8.00
9.30
11.15
6.00

Holy Communion, Order 2
Holy Communion
Informal Worship with Holy Communion
Carols by Candlelight

St. Michael’s

10.30
6.00
11.00

Holy Communion
Carol Service
Morning Prayer

All Saints

Online Service 10.00

Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Tuesday 21st
9.15am—Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s
10.00am—Ministry Team meeting, Parish Centre
6.00pm—Blue Christmas, St Laurence’s
Wednesday 22nd
10.30am—Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
Friday 24th
3.00pm—Noisy Nativity, St Laurence’s
11.00pm– Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
Saturday 25th, Christmas Day Readings Isaiah 9.2-7, Luke 2.1-14
St. Laurence’s

8.00

Holy Communion, Order 2

St. Michael’s
All Saints

10.00
9.30
11.00

Family Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Sunday 26th, St Stephens’s Day, Readings: Colossians 3.12-17, Luke 2.41-52
10.30am—Service of Holy Communion for all the Parish at St Laurence’s

Sunday 2nd January, 2nd Sunday of Christmas Reading Ephesians 3.14-21
St. Laurence’s

8.00

Holy Communion, Order 2

10.30

Holy Communion

Parish Centre

10.30

Café Church

St. Michael’s

10.30

Morning Worship

All Saints

3.00

Evensong

Online Service 10.00

Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Tuesday 4th
9.15am—Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s
Wednesday 5th
10.30am—Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
2.30pm—CAMEO—”Antarctica—A Lifetime to Challenge” with Mark Clilverd, Parish Centre, all welcome
Thursday 6th
10.00am—Parents & Toddlers, Parish Centre
Friday 7th
8.30am—Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
5.00pm—Choir practice, St Laurence’s

Men’s Breakfast, Saturday 18th December, 8am in the Parish Centre. Do
come along and enjoy a hearty breakfast. David Andrews, our curate,
will be sharing some reflections of his life’s story.
Our Noisy Nativity on Christmas Eve at 3pm at St Laurence’s is an
interactive retelling of the first Christmas, where you are encouraged to
come dressed as a character from the Nativity. There will be costumes to
borrow if you don’t have your own! Come and join in the fun!

Update from the PCC: The PCC met on 16 November. As well as the usual reports on safeguarding,
finance, fabrics and Food bank, we received updates on the LEP review, Advent and Christmas
services and a report on the World Mission support.
Live streaming of services: We need to expand the number of people able to live stream services.
We are asked for this for some funerals and weddings, but we hope to be ready to provide this for
other services if needs be. If you would be prepared to be trained in how to do this, please let Jo
know. Many thanks.
Supporting the Shropshire Domestic Abuse Service this Christmas. We would like to buy gifts for the
children and ladies. If you would like to help you can do so by either:

Buying gifts and delivering them to Sally Cooke

Donating money via the website https://www.shropsdas.org.uk/contact/donate

Supporting a drop-in fund-raising Body Shop event at 37 Lawley Close on Friday 1oth and
Saturday 11th December any time between 11am and 9pm. Money raised will be used to buy
Christmas gifts.
For further information please contact Sally Cooke on 01694 724389.
Christmas Lunch: We have been asked to pass on an invitation from Nigel Marsden to anyone (or a
couple) who may be alone on Christmas day to his home for lunch. For further information please
contact Nigel - 722335
The Parish Office will be closed from Wednesday 22nd December, reopening Tuesday 4th January.

Little Hereford Voices is back again! Saturday 18th December, 7:30pm,
St. Laurence’s Church
Some of you may remember the concert musical, From Darkness to
Light, performed two years ago by the Little Hereford Voices in
St. Laurence’s Church. After such a warm welcome, LHV are pleased
to be returning once again to Church Stretton during the Christmas
season, this time for a fun-filled Christmas concert! Packed with festive
favourites such as Carol of the Bells, Sleigh Ride and Jingle Bell Rock,
you will also be treated with some less well-known but equally
beautiful pieces, such as Once Upon A December from the broadway hit Anastasia; God Bless Us
Every One from Disney’s A Christmas Carol; and the superb Australian carol, The Silver Stars Are in
the Sky. A selection of traditional audience carols and three solo offerings by choir members young
and old complete the set.
Little Hereford Voices is directed by Kimee Cleaton. Entry is £6.50 on the door; mince pies will be
served during the interval. The choir’s charity lockdown CD will also be available for purchase at £7
each. We hope to see you there!

For our prayers:
To all who prayed for me whilst I had surgery on my spine—THANK YOU. Now we give thanks to
the surgical team and ask that I am patient with myself as I recover. Thank you. Malcolm
We pray for those who are sick or are unable to leave their homes: Anne Y, Rob H, Paul J, Ewan,
Rosemary F, Eileen B, Jeannie, Margaret B, Margaret E, Doreen H, Sue H-M, Di P, Roger W, Ray E.
Residential Homes: We pray for those leading services in our nursing homes over Christmas.
Memorial Book: We give thanks for the lives of those in our memorial book in December: Robert
Brewer, Joan Morris, Irene Naylor, Reginald Heiron, Lucy Chappell, Annie Peock, Josephine Beagle,
Margaret Sherwood, Joyce Woodhouse, Hilda Holden, Joan Harland, Joan Henderson, Eric Lester,
Joan Price, Raymond Mare, Robert Evans, Doris Lewis, Norma Tipton, Donovan Harvey.
We pray for Carole Jackson and Anthony Poole marrying at All Saints on Saturday 18th December.
Prayer Chain: Prayer requests for the prayer chain should be sent to Jo at office@strettonparish.org.uk

Rector
Curate
Associate Minister
Minister, St Michaels
Children & Families Worker

Rev Steve Johnson
Rev David Andrews
Rev Christobel Hargraves
Rev Hazel Allen
Sally Clilverd

steve.johnson@strettonparish.org.uk
david.andrews@strettonparish.org.uk
chris.hargraves@strettonparish.org.uk
hazel.allen@strettonparish.org.uk
sally@strettonparish.org.uk

Pioneer Community Mission Enabler
Readers

Romaine Thompson
Robert Rayner

romaine.thompson@strettonparish.org.uk
rayner617@btinternet.com

01584 861424

Gillian Taylor
Steve King
Marion Shuttleworth
Barbara Oakley

gillian.taylor@strettonparish.org.uk
steve.king@strettonparish.org.uk
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01694 722956
01694 722694
01588 672597
01694 724225

Moira Matthews
Chris Jones
Malcom Forbes
Graham Vince
Jo Aze
Fridays

moiraematthews@gmail.com
mail@chrisbellamy.plus.com

01694 723045
01694 722229
01694 723439
01694 328478
01694 724224
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Deputy Wardens
All Saints
St Michael’s
Treasurer
Rector’s PA
Rector’s Day Off

graham.vince@strettonparish.org.uk
jo.aze@strettonparish.org.uk
Church office hours: 9am-12.30pm Monday to Friday

01694 722585
01694 721355
01547 550311
01694 751400
07985 943 906

