News for weekend beginning Friday 1 April 2022
Parish Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Parish office: 01694 724224 office@strettonparish.org.uk
Contact is fortnightly, the next one will be issued on Thursday 14th April

Our verses for the year Ephesians 3.14-21
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen.

It was a joy to welcome the pupils form St Lawrence Primary
School to Experience Easter in St Laurence’s this week. They
were told the Easter story, and then in small groups visited the
stations around the church, where members of the church led
them in activities and discussion around the Easter story. The
children were really engaged with the activities and staff have
commented how much they and the children enjoyed the
experience.
Below are photos of the different stations. Many thanks go to all those who helped put this together
and to those who met with the children during the week.

Maundy Thursday is the night when Christians recall the Last Supper and Jesus washing the feet of his
disciples and it takes its name from the Latin word for commandment, mandatum.
Sometimes our call to follow Jesus means getting our hands dirty, of caring, of making ourselves lower than
others. But there are also times when we have to allow our feet to be washed by others.
As part of our Parish Maundy Thursday service, where we will gather round the Lord’s Table, we also invite
those gathered to come forward to have a foot or hand washed, there is no pressure. The washing of feet is
a beautiful and poignant reminder of the new commandment that Jesus gave to his disciples on the night
before his death.

Easter Lilies: On Easter Sunday St Laurence is decorated with lilies in memory of loved ones who have

passed away. If you would like to make a donation (suggested amount £5) towards the cost of lilies, please
put the money in an envelope marked "Easter Lilies" with the name of the person/people who you want to
remember.

The Well is on Friday

8th April from 2pm –4pm
in the upstairs room in
the Parish Centre. This is
a ladies’ group for the
parish—do come along
for tea, coffee, cake and chat.

Bakers wanted!

Would anyone be willing
to bake for our café
church each month or
every other month? We
would be looking for
about 100 pieces of traybake cake or flapjack etc
and we would of course
pay for ingredients. We
are not looking for just one person each month
so if you are able to do just some “cakes” that
would be lovely. Please phone or email Chris
Hargraves who would love to hear from you!

CAMEO: Wednesday 6th

April, 2:30-4pm in the Parish
Centre. Come along for an
afternoon of friendship, sharing, encouragement and a
cup of tea and cake.
This month we are having a Pudding Club and
Quiz.
To book transport with Ring and Ride, please
ring Rhoda on 01694 724197.

All are welcome to come along to help us
plan our next steps with Eco Church as we
aim for the Gold Award. We'll also discuss
how to meet the Synod's target of Net Zero
by 2030 and implications of the war in
Ukraine on fossil fuel dependency. We will
meet on Tuesday 5th April in the children's
room upstairs in the Parish Centre at 5.15
Coffee at St Laurence’s:
Fellowship over coffee after the service is
important and valued. Please get in touch if
you could volunteer to help either set up and
serve coffee on Sundays or wash up or clear
away the hall.

If we don’t get any more offers of help, we will
need to reduce the number of Sundays we can
offer coffee.
Many hands make light work!
Save the Children Thank you
very much to everyone who
came to the Save the
Children ‘Soup and
Puddings’ lunch on March
29th and kindly accepted the new
booking arrangements made necessary
by Covid precautions. You helped to
raise £720.00 which was sent to the Save
the Children who will send it on to the
Disaster Emergency Fund for their work
in Ukraine, Afghanistan and the Yemen.
Thanks also to ‘Mr. Bunn the Baker’ who
kindly donated the baguettes.

Church Stretton Save the Children

Upcoming concerts in our churches—see posters for details
Saturday 2nd April, 7.3opm, Brackenbury Bianco concert, St Laurence’s Church
The music of St. Hildegard von Bingen, brought to a different plateau by a
masterful improvisational duo, Brackenbury Bianco. Tickets £10 on the door or
pay what you can.
Saturday 23rd April, 7.30pm, Hosanna!
A Musical for Easter, by Teme Spirit, St Laurence’s Church
Hosanna! - is a musical telling the story of Christ's last days leading to his crucifixion and
resurrection. The story is told by two friends who meet by chance and discuss their lives etc. which
leads on to them talking about the Easter story. Hosanna! was written and composed by Barry
Curtis and Andrew Newton in 1985 with various revisions being made in 2003 and 2019 by Andrew
Newton. Tickets £7.50 buy online.

The Prayer Course, Monday afternoons: We are continuing to run the
Prayer Course on Monday afternoons in the Parish Centre. You are very
welcome to come, even if you haven’t been to previous sessions. It
would be helpful if you could book in via the website if you plan to
come. For further details see https://prayercourse.org/
Prayer Workshops on Saturday mornings: During Lent we have
been offering a series of Prayer Workshops on Saturday mornings
from 10am to 12pm in St Laurence’s Church. There are two
sessions left, on Saturday 2nd April with the theme “Nourishment”
and 9th April with the theme “Homecoming” These sessions
include a mix of teaching, stories, and opportunities to pray in
perhaps new ways. Different ways of praying appeal to different
personality types, so you may sometimes find yourself out of
your comfort zone but come expecting to encounter God.

We want to send our Easter
greetings to our mission
partners, the Williams in the
Czech Republic and the
Hemburys in Hull. In each of
our churches and in the
Parish Centre on Sunday 3rd April we will be
giving you the opportunity to sign your names
on the 'insert(s)' to two large Easter cards.
Please grab this opportunity which will only be
available on this one Sunday. The Easter cards
will be made using photographs of our ' Easter
Experience' displays.

Parish Day
of Prayer
Tuesday
12th April,
8am to
8pm
More details will follow next week,
but please do put this date in your
diary and try and come along for
part of the day.

Say Seeds!
The congregation of All Saints', Little Stretton celebrated Mothers' Day with flowers. After the
distribution of posies during the last hymn, we all went outside into the beautiful spring
sunshine to sow wildflower seeds in the border alongside the Manor House wall. This is part of
our progress towards the Silver Award of the Eco Church Scheme and we look forward to a
fine display of poppies, cornflowers and corncockles later this year. As well as looking good,
these will attract bees and butterflies. We are grateful for all the help of our good neighbour
Chris Davies who tends our lawns and had carefully prepared the borders for planting.

Belonging and Serving—the APCM, PCC & DCC
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) for Stretton Parish is
planned for 25th April. This is our opportunity to reflect on what we
have done and what we are planning in order to ‘Make Jesus
Known’ across the Strettons.

Electoral Roll In the Church of England, the Electoral Roll is the list of those qualified to vote at
the APCM, it also acts as our membership list, those we can count upon as committed members of
our Parish. If you are new to our congregations, or are not on our electoral roll we would
encourage you to apply to join our Electoral Roll. The application form can be downloaded from
our website and will be available in all three churches; the form must be returned to the Parish
Office by 4th April.
At the APCM, church members are elected to serve on the Parochial Church Council (PCC) which
oversees the whole parish, being the body which is legally responsible for its financial affairs and its
assets.
In addition, this year and in accordance with our new Governance agreed at our APCM in 2021,
members will also be elected to the new District Church Councils (DCCs) for each of St Laurence
and All Saints. [St Michael’s as a Local Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) with the URC, has an
Ecumenical Church Council (ECC) ].
The establishment of the DCCs will enable the PCC to focus on the vision for Stretton Parish as a
whole and wider church issues., while matters relating to the day-to-day running and maintenance
of each church is delegated to its DCC (or EEC in the case of St Michael’s). Each DCC and the ECC
includes a Deputy Church Warden who will work closely with the two Churchwardens of the whole
Parish.
On the PCC there are spaces allotted for members from each of our three churches, as it is vital that
the whole parish is truly represented. The DCCs include two members who are also on the PCC
plus others drawn from their respective congregations.
Please consider whether serving on the PCC or DCC is something to which you are being called.
Please speak to the Rector or Churchwardens for further information.

March PCC report

At the March PCC meeting, annual reports were approved on safeguarding, fabric and deanery
synod. Plans were presented for celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in the Parish. Services
were reviewed along with the Parish Weekend at Home. Plans for Lent, Easter and Experiencing
Easter were discussed. Our response to the crisis in Ukraine was considered: we are part of a
deanery response to this and have encouraged people to give money via the DEC website and let
us know if they have registered to host refugees. Reports were received from the churchwardens,
the Food Bank and the treasurer. The Annual Accounts had previously been fully examined by the
Finance Committee and the accounts were approved by the PCC. All Saints are working towards
the Silver Eco Award and a proposal for planting wild flower seeds, hedging and a pond in the
church garden was approved.
New Wine - Week A - 23rd - 28th July 2022
The 'Early Bird' discount to book for New Wine this year ends on April 6th so there is still time
to book and take advantage of reduced prices. There is an exciting programme for all ages,
children, young people and adults are all brilliantly catered for and very welcome. Bring your
own Tent/Caravan or stay in local B & B's. We can expect inspiring teaching, and wonderful
worship. Do join us if you can. More information from new-wine.org/events or from a member
of the ministry team or those who have been before. We are registered as the St Laurence
Group.

Sunday 3rd April, 5th Sunday of Lent Reading Revelation 11.15-19
St. Laurence’s
8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
Parish Centre
Parish Centre
St. Michael’s
All Saints
Online Service

10.30 Holy Communion,
10.30 Café Church
5.00 Young people’s Life Group
10.30 Morning Worship
3.00 Evensong
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Monday 4th
9.30am
St Lawrence Primary School Easter service in St Laurence Church
2.00pm
The Prayer Course, Owen Room, Parish Centre—see article on Lent
Tuesday 5th
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s
10.00am
Ministry Team meeting, Children’s Room, Parish Centre
5.15am
Eco Church meeting, Children’s Room, Parish Centre, see notice overleaf
Wednesday 6th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
2.30pm
CAMEO, Parish Centre
Thursday 7th
10.00am
Parents & Toddlers, Parish Centre
3.30pm
Messy Church, Parish Centre
7.30pm
Alpha, Parish Centre
Friday 8th
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
2.00pm
The Well, Children’s Room, Parish Centre
5.00pm
Choir practice, St Laurence’s
Saturday 9th
10.00am
Prayer Workshop, St Laurence’s —see article on Lent
Sunday 10th Palm Sunday Readings, Luke 19.28-40, Psalm 118.19-24
St. Laurence’s
8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.30 Morning Prayer, with children’s groups in the Parish Centre
Parish Centre

5.00 Young people’s Life Group

St Michael’s

10.30 Holy Communion

All Saints

11.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Online Service

Monday 11th
2.00pm
The Prayer Course, Parish Centre
Tuesday 12th
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting, this week in the Parish Centre
8am-8pm Day of Prayer, St Laurence’s—details to follow
2.30pm
Mothers’ Union, Parish Centre, with Rev. Penny Littlewood, MU Chaplain at Hereford
Wednesday 13th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
11.00am
Banner Group, Parish Centre
Thursday 14th, Maundy Thursday
6.00pm
Communion and Tenebrae, St Michael’s
7.30pm
Holy Communion with foot washing, St Laurence’s
Friday 15th, Good Friday
10.00am
Family Good Friday service, St Laurence’s
11.40am
Walk of Witness with Churches Together from Station Approach road to Market Square
12.00pm
Open Air service with Churches Together in the Market Square
2.00pm
Reflection hour in each of the churches, All Saints, St Michael’s and St Laurence’s.

For our prayers:
We pray for those who mourn, particularly the family and friends of Ruby Trow, whose funeral is
on Wednesday 13th April at 2pm at St Michael’s, followed by a service at the crematorium at
3.30pm.
We pray for those who are sick or are unable to leave their homes: Catherine T, David O, Robert
R, Haigh E, Anne Y, Paul J, Ewan, Rosemary F, Jeannie, Margaret B, Margaret E, Doreen H,
Sue H-M, Di P, Roger W, Ray E..
Residential Homes:
We pray for all our nursing homes, this week particularly remembering Ley Gardens.
Alpha:
Please continue to pray for the Alpha course which is currently running on Thursday evenings.
Please pray for the families who come to Parents and Toddlers and Messy Church.
Baptism anniversary: On Sunday we will pray for Oliver, who was baptised in 2017.

Prayer for the Peace of the World
Almighty God,
from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

Tuesday morning Parish prayer meeting 9.15am-10am in St Laurence’s Church.
Please come along to join us in prayer for the parish, town, country and the world at this time.
Rector
Curate
Associate Minister
Minister, St Michaels
Children & Families Worker

Rev Steve Johnson
Rev David Andrews
Rev Christobel Hargraves
Rev Hazel Allen
Sally Clilverd

steve.johnson@strettonparish.org.uk
david.andrews@strettonparish.org.uk
chris.hargraves@strettonparish.org.uk
hazel.allen@strettonparish.org.uk
sally@strettonparish.org.uk

Pioneer Community Mission Enabler
Readers

Romaine Thompson
Robert Rayner

romaine.thompson@strettonparish.org.uk
rayner617@btinternet.com

01584 861424

Gillian Taylor
Steve King
Marion Shuttleworth
Barbara Oakley

gillian.taylor@strettonparish.org.uk
steve.king@strettonparish.org.uk
marion.shuttleworth@strettonparish.org.uk
barbara.oakley@strettonparish.org.uk

01694 722956
01694 722694
01588 672597
01694 724225

Moira Matthews
Chris Jones
Malcom Forbes
Graham Vince
Jo Aze
Fridays

moiraematthews@gmail.com
mail@chrisbellamy.plus.com

01694 723045
01694 722229
01694 723439
01694 328478
01694 724224

Churchwardens
Pastoral Coordinator
Deputy Wardens
All Saints
St Michael’s
Treasurer
Rector’s PA
Rector’s Day Off

graham.vince@strettonparish.org.uk
jo.aze@strettonparish.org.uk
Church office hours: 9am-12.30pm Monday to Friday

01694 722585
01694 721355
01547 550311
01694 751400
07985 943 906

