News for weekend beginning Friday 15 April 2022
Parish Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Parish office: 01694 724224 office@strettonparish.org.uk
Contact is fortnightly, the next one will be issued on Friday 29 April

Our verses for the year Ephesians 3.14-21
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen.

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just
after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the
stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”
But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled
away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the
right side, and they were alarmed.
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He
is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”
Mark 16.1-7

Maundy Thursday is the night when Christians recall the Last Supper and Jesus washing the feet of his
Disciples. It takes its name from the Latin word for commandment, mandatum.
Sometimes our call to follow Jesus means getting our hands dirty, of caring, of making ourselves lower than
others. But there are also times when we have to allow our feet to be washed by others.
As part of our Parish Maundy Thursday service at St Laurence, where we will gather round the Lord’s Table,
we also invite those gathered to come forward to have a foot or hand washed, there is no pressure. The
washing of feet is a beautiful and poignant reminder of the new commandment that Jesus gave to his
disciples on the night before his death.
St Michael’s are holding a Tenebrae communion service on Maundy Thursday which is a service where
candles are extinguished throughout the service as a remembrance of the gathering darkness.

Prayer Workshops at St Laurence’s, a journey
through Lent
Over the course of Lent, many of us have been reading
Pete Greig’s book “How to pray” and in it he refers to a
multitude of different ways people have found to grow
nearer to God. We have watched the videos of him
explaining this on the Prayer Course, we have read
details in the Tool-shed.
But for me, I know that to truly learn and grow in my faith I need to actually try out these things
for myself. As ever, it has been a case of “I Hear and I Forget. I See and I Remember. I Do and I
Understand”.
Every Saturday morning during Lent, a small group have been meeting in the church to
discover how to come closer to God and enter that space where we can encounter our
Heavenly Father.

I am so grateful for the fact that these sessions were gently guided by various people with a
great depth of knowledge and experience in this. Their careful preparation, time given and
sensitive support meant that we were led on a real pilgrimage of personal discovery.
We experienced a wealth of different ways of approaching God, from labyrinths, Lectio Divina,
Examen, holding crosses, silence, meditation, contemplation, circling, using pictures and
journaling, Godly play. Some proved to be “out of our comfort zone”, others surprised us, a deep
peace settled at times as we shared the silence.
And at the end of our time together, the words of TS Eliott summed it up for me,
“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.”

Marian Goulder

Easter Greetings to our
Mission Partners
We have sent Easter cards to our mission
partners, Lea and Petra Williams in the
Czech Republic and Chris and Anna
Hembury in Hull. Thank you to everyone
who wrote a message and to Louise
Jackson for making the cards.

CAMEO: Wednesday

4th May, 2:30-4pm in the
Parish Centre. Come
along for an afternoon of
friendship, sharing,
encouragement, and a
cup of tea and cake.
This month John Cooke will be speaking on
“Teabags to Tetrapack”.
To book transport with Ring and Ride, please ring
Rhoda on 01694 724197.

Coffee at St Laurence’s:
Fellowship over coffee after the service is
important and valued. Please get in touch if
you could volunteer to help either set up
and serve coffee on Sundays or wash up or
clear away the hall.

If we don’t get any more offers of help, we
will need to reduce the number of Sundays
we can offer coffee.
Many hands make light work!

Saturday 23rd April, 7.30pm, Hosanna!
A Musical for Easter, by Teme Spirit, St Laurence’s Church
Hosanna! - is a musical telling the story of Christ's last
days leading to his crucifixion and resurrection. The story
is told by two friends who meet by chance and discuss
their lives etc. which leads on to them talking about the
Easter story. Hosanna! was written and composed by
Barry Curtis and Andrew Newton in 1985 with various
revisions being made in 2003 and 2019 by Andrew
Newton. Tickets £7.50 buy online.

Belonging and Serving—the APCM, PCC & DCC
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) for Stretton Parish is on
Monday 25th April at 7.30pm. This is our opportunity to reflect on what
we have done and what we are planning in order to ‘Make Jesus Known’ across the Strettons.
At the APCM, church members are elected to serve on the Parochial Church Council (PCC) which
oversees the whole parish, being the body which is legally responsible for its financial affairs and its
assets.
In addition, this year and in accordance with our new Governance agreed at our APCM in 2021,
members will also be elected to the new District Church Councils (DCCs) for each of St Laurence
and All Saints. [St Michael’s as a Local Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) with the URC, has an
Ecumenical Church Council (ECC) ].

The establishment of the DCCs will enable the PCC to focus on the vision for Stretton Parish as a
whole and wider church issues, while matters relating to the day-to-day running and maintenance
of each church is delegated to its DCC (or EEC in the case of St Michael’s). Each DCC and the ECC
includes a Deputy Church Warden who will work closely with the two Churchwardens of the whole
Parish.
On the PCC there are spaces allotted for members from each of our three churches, as it is vital that
the whole parish is truly represented. The DCCs include two members who are also on the PCC
plus others drawn from their respective congregations.
Please consider whether serving on the PCC or DCC is something to which you are being called.
Please speak to the Rector or Churchwardens for further information.
The Electoral Roll is available to view via the footer on the homepage on our website.

Day of Prayer
We put Tuesday 12th April aside for a day of prayer. We started at 8am with Morning Prayer and
gathered at noon for Midday Prayer and again at 6.45pm for sung worship, finishing at 7.45pm with
Compline. During the rest of the day we were aided in our prayers by various prayer stations
around the church which helped to give thanks, prayer for ourselves, our town, our mission
partners, and the world. Thanks to Steve, Marian and Sally who put these displays together.

A Poem
Disclosure - by Anne Lewin
Prayer is like watching for the
Kingfisher.
All you can do is
Be where he is likely to appear, and
Wait.
Often, nothing much happens;
There is space, silence and
Expectancy.
No visible sign, only the
Knowledge that he’s been there
And may come again.
Seeing or not seeing cease to matter,
You have been prepared.
But when you’ve almost stopped
Expecting it, a flash of brightness
Gives encouragement.

Thursday 14th, Maundy Thursday
6.00pm
Communion and Tenebrae, St Michael’s
7.30pm
Holy Communion with foot washing, St Laurence’s
Friday 15th, Good Friday
10.00am
Family Good Friday service, St Laurence’s
11.40am
Walk of Witness with Churches Together from Station Approach road to Market Square
12.00pm
Open Air service with Churches Together in the Market Square
2.00pm
Reflection hour in each of the churches, All Saints, St Michael’s and St Laurence’s.
5.00pm
Choir practice, St Laurence’s
Sunday 17th April, Easter Day Reading John 20.1-18
St. Laurence’s
8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
St. Michael’s

10.30 Family Holy Communion,
10.30 Holy Communion

All Saints

11.00 Holy Communion

Online Service

10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Wednesday 20th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
Friday 22nd
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
5.00pm
Choir practice, St Laurence’s
Saturday 23rd
7.30pm
Hosanna! A Musical for Easter, by Teme Spirit, St Laurence’s
Sunday 24th 2nd Sunday of Easter Readings, John 20.19-31, Acts 5.27-32,
St. Laurence’s
8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.30 Morning Prayer, with children’s groups in the Parish Centre
Parish Centre

5.00 Young people’s Life Group

St Michael’s

10.30 Holy Communion, URC

All Saints

11.00 Holy Communion, Order 1
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Online Service

Monday 25th
2.00pm
The Prayer Course, Owen Room, Parish Centre
7.30pm
APCM , St Laurence’s , see notice overleaf
Tuesday 26th
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s
1.00pm
Funeral of Evelyn Morris, St Laurence’s
7.30pm
Alpha, Parish Centre
Wednesday 27th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
11.00am
Banner Group, Parish Centre
Thursday 28th
10.00am
Parents and Toddlers, Parish Centre
Friday 29th
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
5.00pm
Choir practice, St Laurence’s

For our prayers:
We pray for those who mourn, particularly the family and friends of Evelyn Morris, whose funeral
is on Tuesday 26th April at 1pm at St Laurence’s.
We pray for those who are sick or are unable to leave their homes: Catherine T, David O, Robert
R, Haigh E, Anne Y, Paul J, Ewan, Rosemary F, Jeannie, Margaret B, Margaret E, Doreen H,
Sue H-M, Di P, Roger W, Ray E..
Residential Homes:
We pray for all our nursing homes, this week particularly remembering Stretton Hall.
Please pray for the families who come to Parents and Toddlers and Messy Church.
.

Prayer for the Peace of the World
Almighty God,
from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

Tuesday morning Parish prayer meeting 9.15am-10am in St Laurence’s Church.
Please come along to join us in prayer for the parish, town, country and the world at this time.
Rector
Curate
Associate Minister
Minister, St Michaels
Children & Families Worker

Rev Steve Johnson
Rev David Andrews
Rev Christobel Hargraves
Rev Hazel Allen
Sally Clilverd

steve.johnson@strettonparish.org.uk
david.andrews@strettonparish.org.uk
chris.hargraves@strettonparish.org.uk
hazel.allen@strettonparish.org.uk
sally@strettonparish.org.uk

Pioneer Community Mission Enabler
Readers

Romaine Thompson
Robert Rayner

romaine.thompson@strettonparish.org.uk
rayner617@btinternet.com

01584 861424

Gillian Taylor
Steve King
Marion Shuttleworth
Barbara Oakley

gillian.taylor@strettonparish.org.uk
steve.king@strettonparish.org.uk
marion.shuttleworth@strettonparish.org.uk
barbara.oakley@strettonparish.org.uk

01694 722956
01694 722694
01588 672597
01694 724225

Moira Matthews
Chris Jones
Malcom Forbes
Graham Vince
Jo Aze
Fridays

moiraematthews@gmail.com
mail@chrisbellamy.plus.com

01694 723045
01694 722229
01694 723439
01694 328478
01694 724224

Churchwardens
Pastoral Coordinator
Deputy Wardens
All Saints
St Michael’s
Treasurer
Rector’s PA
Rector’s Day Off

graham.vince@strettonparish.org.uk
jo.aze@strettonparish.org.uk
Church office hours: 9am-12.30pm Monday to Friday

01694 722585
01694 721355
01547 550311
01694 751400
07985 943 906

