News for weekend beginning Friday 29 April 2022
Parish Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Parish office: 01694 724224 office@strettonparish.org.uk
Contact is fortnightly, the next one will be issued on Friday 13 May

Our verses for the year Ephesians 3.14-21
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen.

APCM
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) for Stretton Parish was
held on Monday 25th April. Thank you to all those who came along.
Marion Shuttleworth and Steve King were re-elected as churchwardens and they were thanked for
the enormous amount of work they do for us. Deputy churchwardens were elected as follows:
Julie Lawton (St Laurence’s), Malcolm Forbes (St Michael’s) and Moira Matthews (All Saints).

We welcomed to the PCC Cathy Watson (2nd term), Daniel Robinson, Sue Forster, Anne Braddick
and Pat Gregory.
Following the creation of new District Church Councils the following people were elected:
James Foster (St Laurence’s), John Bennett and Liz Bourke (both for All Saints).
We are very grateful for all these who have stood as well as the existing PCC members, Dan Wallis,
Janet Wilcoxon, Kimee Cleaton, Lorraine McCrohan, Louise Jackson and Mike Edmunds.
The Annual Report and financial reports are available to read on the church website and there are
some paper copies in all three churches.

Church Services Survey
As you know, for a while now we’ve been trying some new ways of
worshipping together across Stretton Parish, including a parish-wide
combined service over the parish weekend, Café Church at St Laurence, a
single morning prayer/communion service at St Laurence each Sunday to
replace the 9.30am and the 11.15am services and our online service each week.
As a leadership team we will be setting aside some time to prayerfully reflect on these new
patterns and the way forward, and we’d value your feedback. Please complete the Church
Services Survey either on line here or by completing a paper copy available in all three
churches, and returning it to the Parish Office. Responses need be in back by Friday 6th May.

Easter
It was such a joy to be able to celebrate Easter together in our churches after two years. This year
we had a well-attended Maundy Thursday communion service with the option to have our feet
washed by Steve and Chris. Many commented on how moving this service was.
On Good Friday, there was a family service in St Laurence, where the young
and older(er) members of the congregation took part. Steve reminded us
that Good Friday is all about love—we are all unique, and God loves us all.
To demonstrate this we were all invited to make an ink thumb print on the
cross.
Many of us joined in the walk of witness through the town, ending in the
market square for the Churches Together open air service. In the afternoon
there was the opportunity for a guided reflection at each of our churches.

On Easter Sunday it was wonderful to celebrate the risen Christ with so many coming together on
this special day to fill the churches. The flower arrangers did a wonderful job making the
churches really beautiful.

The Youth Life Group had done some wonderful artwork, depicting aspects of the Easter story
and spelling out the word Easter. Here they are:

In April we had a fun afternoon as we explored the Easter story through
making binca purses, clay crosses, chrysalis into butterflies, origami crosses,
Easter gardens, chocolate nests plus many more! We also had an Egg Drop
Challenge where we 'eggsperimented' with ways to protect an egg so it
didn't crack when dropped from the top of the Parish Centre's stairs impressively 5 children 'eggcelled' and ate their unbroken hard-boiled eggs
for tea!! We watched a video of the Easter story and saw how Thomas had
doubted the other disciples until he saw Jesus with his own eyes. David
reminded us that it is ok for us to doubt and Jesus wants to help each of us when we doubt and
be there to guide us on our way back to him. Huge thanks to all of those who came to help at the
session but also to those of you who remember our families and activities in prayer. Our next
session is on Thursday 12th May. Please do remember to prayer if you can.

Christian Aid Week 15-21 May.

Any offers of help to deliver
envelopes (no collecting involved) would be much appreciated, to
replace those who will be away then. Many thanks in hope, Tony Peck
(07719 717977)

Christian Aid Soup and Pudding Lunch will be held in All Saints
Church, Little Stretton on Tuesday 17th May 2022 between 12 noon
and 2pm. The cost will be £7.50 to include soups, puddings, bread,
followed by tea of coffee.

A Prayer for Ukraine, from the Christian Aid website:
Borders, barricades, bewilderment….
When the bargaining begins,
God please protect peace.

Sanctions, security measured in minutes and it’s scary…
When safety scatters,
God please protect peace.
War dresses up in peace-keeper’s clothes,
Troops amass, the ground trembles and so do people….
When the future feels fragile,
God please protect peace.

CAMEO: Wednesday

4th May, 2:30-4pm in the
Parish Centre. Come
along for an afternoon of
friendship, sharing,
encouragement, and a
cup of tea and cake.
This month Margaret Notton will be speaking on
Weaving by the Wye.
To book transport with Ring and Ride, please ring
Rhoda on 01694 724197.

Mothers’ Union next meeting is on Tuesday
10th May at 2.30pm in the Parish Centre.
This month’s speaker will be John Cooke,
speaking on “Teabags to Tetrapack”. Do
come and join us.

Please come along and support our
Coffee Morning for Ukraine which will
be held in All Saints Church and
garden, Little Stretton, between
10.30am and 12.30pm on Tuesday 10th
May. It will include an all you can eat
cake table and the village society are
doing a raffle.

Sarah Robinson has sent this photo. At our Parish Weekend
at Home we were all given a tulip bulb to signify a new start.

Has yours flowered yet?

Eeyore’s eco tips: Join a Shropshire or national organisation which cares for the
environment. Your membership will support them and your prayers can bless
them. Ideas include Caring for God’s Acre, Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, Shropshire Ornithological Society, Stretton Tree Group, National
Trust, A Rocha, RSPB, or Shropshire Wildlife Trust.

Sunday 1st May Readings John 2.1.1-19, Acts 9.1-6
St. Laurence’s
Parish Centre
Parish Centre

8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.30 Holy Communion,
10.30 Café Church

St. Michael’s

5.00 Young people’s Life Group
10.30 Morning Worship

All Saints
Online Service

3.00 Evensong
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Tuesday 3rd
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s
10.00am
Ministry Team meeting, Children’s Room
Wednesday 4th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
2.30pm
CAMEO, Parish Centre
Thursday 5th
10.00am
Parents and Toddlers, Parish Centre
2.00pm
Funeral of Doreen Hall, St Michael’s
7.30pm
Alpha, Owen Room
Friday 6th
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
5.00pm
Choir practice, St Laurence’s
Saturday 7th
11.30am
Renewal of wedding vows, Andrew & Pippa Middleton, St Laurence’s
Sunday 8th May Readings, Psalm 23, Acts 9.36-end
St. Laurence’s
8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.30 Morning Prayer, with children’s groups in the Parish Centre
Parish Centre

5.00 Young people’s Life Group

St Michael’s

10.30 Holy Communion,

All Saints

11.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Online Service

Tuesday 10th
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s
10.30am
Coffee Morning for Ukraine, All Saints Church and Garden
2.30pm
Mothers’ Union, Parish Centre
Wednesday 11th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
11.00am
Banner Group, Parish Centre
Thursday 12th
10.00am
Parents and Toddlers, Parish Centre
3.30pm
Messy Church, Parish Centre
7.30pm
Alpha, Owen Room
Friday 13th
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
5.00pm
Choir practice, St Laurence’s

Tuesday morning Parish prayer meeting 9.15am-10am in St Laurence’s Church.
Please come along to join us in prayer for the parish, town, country and the world at this time.

For our prayers:
We pray for those who mourn, particularly the family and friends of Doreen Hall, whose funeral is
on Thursday 5th May at 2pm at St Michael’s followed by a committal at the crematorium at 5pm.
We pray for those who are sick or are unable to leave their homes: Carole J, Catherine T, David O,
Robert R, Haigh E, Anne Y, Paul J, Ewan, Rosemary F, Jeannie, Margaret B, Margaret E, Sue H-M,
Di P, Roger W, Ray E.
Memorial Book: We give thanks for the lives of those in our memorial books in May: Arthur Morris,
Valerie Mackay, James Toothill, Anthony Richardson, Gwendoline Nicholls, Daniel Grafton,
Roland Whitrick, John Petter, Arthur Lewis, Ivy Lester, Aline Montgomery, Alice Martin, Herbert
Shepley-Watson, Beryl Haunch, John Beswick, Hugh Morris, John Miles, Derrick Coleby, Edna
Cottrell, Stanley Pearce, William Johnson, David Roberts, Elizabeth Collins, Bessie Morris, Ian
Penny, Percival Langford, Bill Leak, Arnold Mason.

Residential Homes:
We pray for all our nursing homes, this week particularly remembering Sandford Nursing Home.
Please pray for the families who come to Parents and Toddlers and Messy Church.
Baptism Anniversaries: On Sunday we will pray for Charlotte, Jeremy and Olivia whose baptism
anniversaries are this month.
Prayer Chain: Prayer requests for the prayer chain should be sent to Jo at
office@strettonparish.org.uk In order to ensure that we comply with General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) we need to be sure that we have the individual’s permission to share details
via email as this information is emailed to a group of people who will pray for that particular
issue. Only a first name should be used and very minimal details – it is not appropriate to share
detailed medical information in this way. This is a really great way to actively pray for
others in need and if you would like to join this chain please email Jo as detailed above.
.

Tuesday morning Parish prayer meeting 9.15am-10am in St Laurence’s Church.
Please come along to join us in prayer for the parish, town, country and the world at this time.
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Church office hours: 9am-12.30pm Monday to Friday
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