News for weekend beginning Friday 10th June2022
Parish Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Parish office: 01694 724224 office@strettonparish.org.uk
Contact is fortnightly, the next one will be issued on Friday 24th June 2022

We had a wonderful time celebrating the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in Stretton Parish
Thank you to everyone who worked hard to put on events at our churches to
celebrate the Jubilee.
We had services to celebrate and give thanks for the Queen’s reign at St Laurence’s and
St Michael’s as well as a service of Celebration and Jubilee Tea at St Laurence’s earlier in the
week. All Saints hosted a tea party for Little Stretton in the church gardens.
Service of Celebration and Jubilee Tea

Many thanks to everyone who helped to make this event such a
successful and happy event. It was a wonderful team effort, and there
have been lots of appreciative comments made by those who came
along.
83 of us gathered in St Laurence’s Church on Wednesday 1st June for
the first of many Jubilee celebrations. The congregation was made up of
residents and staff from the residential homes in the parish, as well as members of the church family and
others from the wider community. Bishop Mike Bourke led us in a short service, in which we thanked
God for our queen, and in particular for her Christian faith and commitment to service. In his sermon, our
curate, David Andrews encouraged us to follow the Queen’s example of putting our trust in Jesus.
After the service everyone enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea with a Jubilee theme; the cupcakes were
specially decorated for the occasion, and mention has to be made of the shortbread biscuits made in the
shape of crowns, corgis and roses. It was a truly memorable occasion.

St Michael’s Flower Festival

Many people visited St Michael’s church over the four days, to admire the flower
arrangements depicting aspects of the Queen’s life. We were able to give away 45
copies of 'Our Faithful Queen” (the Hope publication) to visitors and £505 was raised
for Water Aid.

Christian Aid Week 2022: Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to
the total of £3,711 donated around the Strettons, of which a splendid £479.40
was raised by the delicious Soup and Puddings lunch at All Saints (£826.70
altogether in Little Stretton). The efforts of envelope deliverers, co-ordinators
and generous donors in these uncertain times were much appreciated.

Tony Peck.

David’s ordination: As you may
know, our Curate, David is due to
be ordained as a Priest after
completing the first year of his
Curacy as Deacon. His Ordination is
due to take place at Hereford
Cathedral on Saturday 2nd July at
4:30pm with an estimated finish
time of 6:15pm. The Diocese is
encouraging as many people as
possible to show their support and
to fill the Cathedral with hundreds of people to support
everyone being ordained. The Cathedral will be open to
everyone so an early arrival is encouraged for the best
view. All denominations of Clergy are welcome to robe
and process, Anglican Priests only can join in the laying
-on of hands.

United Parish Service, 29th May

It was a delight to have congregations from our churches across the Parish worshipping together at our
United Parish Service on 29th May. Members from the different churches read the lessons, welcomed,
and assisted with communion. We were really pleased to welcome Bishop Richard who preached at
the service. Our next united service will be on 31st July.

God On-line

For a good number of years now disabled people have been using the internet for worship and fellowship,
Sunday by Sunday. One of the advantages of the pandemic has been that those of us who are more able
bodied have discovered this kind of service, and many ‘conventional’ churches, including here in the
Strettons, have set up on-line services. In deep lock-down there was often no alternative, but now we are
freer it is good that such worship continues. It is not only the sick or frail who can benefit, joining in and
singing along ~ whether live-streamed from church, via zoom, or pre-recorded on YouTube and the like, it is
for anyone who is perhaps away on Sunday, or expecting a phone call, anxious about Covid, or whatever,
Former members who have moved away may link up. (Why not pass on the details to friends!) Different
churches have different approaches; here in the Strettons we have a pre-recorded service, visual or audio on
the phone, open from 10am each Sunday, but available any time after that. I gather it has perhaps 40 hits per
week. It is on YouTube, but can be accessed via the parish website (address at the top of Contact), clicking
on the ’online services’ button.

Greg Forster

Hospitality Team – We had planned a Stretton Feast for June, but due to

holidays it has had to be postponed. This has highlighted our need for a
Hospitality Team which can take responsibility for organising and running such
parish-wide social events. Is hospitality a spiritual gift given to you (or your
Lifegroup) which you can offer as part of your service to God? Putting together
such a team will ease the burden currently placed on a few individuals and
enable the Parish to have events where friendships can be forged and
developed, as well as provide a place for discussion in a relaxed environment.
Please contact Jo in the office or one of the Churchwardens if you could offer to serve in this way. With
thanks and prayers.

Marion Shuttleworth, Churchwarden.

News from our former Mission Partners, Tony and Catherine Paton:

Tony has been called to lead Calder United Free Church of Scotland, Lochwinnoch, and his induction
service will be 29th July. They write: “It's not been quite how we imagined things to work out but there
seems to be an enthusiastic group of people and it's the only church in the village of 2800 people as the
Church of Scotland closed its church as the building was too big to maintain. Everyone who has heard of
Lochwinnoch seem to think it's a nice area to live in. Tony's first week of work will be the holiday club week
so his first service will possibly include people who don't usually go to church which is a good opportunity to
connect with the community.” Do pray for them as they move at the beginning of July to begin this new
chapter in their lives.
Prayer for Marriage
God of wonder and of joy:
grace comes from you,
and you alone are the source of life and love.
Without you, we cannot please you;
without your love, our deeds are worth nothing.
Send your Holy Spirit,
and pour into our hearts
that most excellent gift of love,
that we may worship you now
with thankful hearts
and serve you always with willing minds;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Wedding Invitation!
Ginny-Joy and Tom
would really like to
welcome anyone
who would like to
come, to their
wedding service at St Laurence’s on
Saturday 18th June at 1pm. They say:
“As we have met so many lovely members
of the congregation in the past year, it
would be a small token of our vast
gratitude for the welcome, prayers and
support we've been shown in the time
since moving to the parish”.

Sunday 12th June. Trinity Sunday Readings Psalm 8, Romans 5.1-5
St. Laurence’s

8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2

St Michael’s

10.30 Morning Prayer
10.30 Holy Communion

All Saints

11.00 Holy Communion, Order 2

Parish Centre

5.00 Young people’s Life Group
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Online Service

Tuesday 14th
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s
2.30pm
Mothers’ Union Strawberry Tea, Parish Centre, see notice overleaf
Wednesday 15th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
Thursday 16th
10.00am
Parents and Toddlers, Parish Centre
Friday 17th
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
5.00pm
Choir practice, St Laurence’s
Saturday 18th
12.00pm
Wedding of Elizabeth Bevan and Stephen Whittall, St Michael’s
1.00pm
Wedding of Thomas Downes and Ginny-Joy Reeves, St Laurence’s
Sunday 19th June Readings, Isaiah 65.1-9, Galatians 3.23-end
St. Laurence’s

8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.30 Holy Communion

Parish Centre

5.00 Young people’s Life Group

St Michael’s

10.30 Morning Worship

All Saints

11.00 Morning Prayer
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Online Service

Tuesday 21st
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s
Wednesday 22th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
11.00am
Banner Group, Parish Centre
Thursday 23rd
10.00am
Parents and Toddlers, Parish Centre
Friday 24th
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
5.00pm
Choir practice, St Laurence’s

NB The Parish Office will be
closed on Friday 10th June and
Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th
June.

Tuesday morning Parish prayer meeting 9.15am-10am in St Laurence’s Church.
Please come along to join us in prayer for the parish, town, country and the world at this time.

For our prayers:
We pray for those who are sick or are unable to leave their homes: Carole J, Catherine T, David O,
Robert R, Anne Y, Paul J, Ewan, Rosemary F, Jeannie, Margaret B, Margaret E, Sue H-M, Di P, Roger W,
Ray E.

Residential Homes:

We pray for all our nursing homes, this week particularly remembering Ley Gardens.

Please pray for the families who come to Parents and Toddlers and Messy Church.
Please pray for Steve and Liz and Tom and Ginny-Joy who are getting married on 18th June.
Memorial Book: We give thanks for the lives of those in our memorial books in June: Joan Scott,

Mildred Rolph, Lillian Benton, Francis Williams, Joyce Downes, Edith Flynn, Ian McCalla, Charles
Hamilton, James Robinson, Anne Rimmer, David Evans, Ronald Williams, Pauline Haycock, Frances
Downes, James Gibson, Patricia Willis, Constance Illsley.

Emerging from the pandemic: The pandemic has caused major disruption in all areas of society,

including our Parish. Restarting has given the impetus to review and revise what and how things are
done (such as our service pattern survey) but it has also highlighted how much we have to be grateful
for and to celebrate – the events over the Jubilee have demonstrated that. Again, we give our gratitude
for your understanding and forbearance as we review where we are as a Parish, and make plans for the
future, with the desire to do things well and to the glory of God. Please pray for the leadership as we
seek God’s guidance.
O Lord, from whom all good things come:
grant to us your humble servants,
that by your holy inspiration
we may think those things that are good,
and by your merciful guiding may perform the same;
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Tuesday morning Parish prayer meeting 9.15am-10am in St Laurence’s Church.
Please come along to join us in prayer for the parish, town, country and the world at this time.
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