News for weekend beginning Friday 5th August 2022
Parish Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk
Parish office: 01694 724224 office@strettonparish.org.uk
Contact is fortnightly, the next one will be issued on Friday 19th August 2022

Our verses for the year Ephesians 3.14-21
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its
name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and
long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power
that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
for ever and ever! Amen.

At our United Parish Service on Sunday 31st July, Steve shared his vision for
the future of the Parish. For details, ask the office to email you a written copy or pick up a
paper copy available in each of the churches.

Following the service, we all gathered in the Parish Centre to celebrate together David
Andrews’ ordination as Priest. Many thanks to
Angela Cobb who made a wonderful cake,
complete with edible pictures from the
ordination service! Thanks too to our new
hospitality team who made Pimms and fruit
punch for us to enjoy. If you’d like to join the
hospitality team to help with future events,
please contact the office.

Further details of the vision and how you can
make a pledge to show your support will follow
later in the month.

New Service Pattern for the Parish from September 2022
Thank you to everyone who completed the church service survey in the spring. Steve put a review group
together to go through all the responses and to prayerfully find a way forward. There were many great
responses and suggestions and we have tried to incorporate some of these in the new service pattern.
A report from the review group is available by email from the office, or pick up a paper copy available in each
of the churches. Below is the new service pattern, which was unanimously agreed by the PCC and which will
take effect from the beginning of September.

How can you be involved?

We will need some help with some of these new ways of worshipping

together:
Café Lite—This is an opportunity to ‘break-fast’ together whilst preparing to worship. Simple breakfast items
will be available as well as a choice of beverage. There will be a chance to discuss the theme for the service
that is to follow. We need people to offer to prepare a simple breakfast, such as cereals/toast/croissants/
bacon sandwiches (just one item per week!) If you can offer please contact the office.
Deeper—a regular evening service in St Laurence’s. We need people to man the sound desk and operate the
laptop. Full training will be given, so why not come to a training session and learn how you can help in this
way? See
details below.
Mid-week Communion—we would like to offer coffee and cake following the midweek Communion service.
Could you offer to do this occasionally?

Train up in how to use the sound desk: We need more volunteers to be trained in using the sound desk at St
Laurence’s and have two training sessions organised. These are on Wednesday 10th August, 7-8pm and
Thursday 11th August, 10-11am, both in St Laurence’s. If you plan to come to one of them, please let Steve
King know on 722694.

Church Picnic, Sunday 21st August, Rectory Field
On Sunday 21st August there will be a parish picnic after the 10.30am
service in St Laurence’s, meeting from 12.15pm onwards. This is for all
ages and all our congregations from our three churches. Please bring
rugs and chairs and your own food and drink (but you're welcome to
bring some extra nibbles or fruit to share). We'll enjoy a relaxed and
sociable time of munching together. Weather permitting, we'll gather in Rectory Field and will
have outdoor games and a nature challenge to follow for those so inclined! If it rains we'll
simply decamp to the Parish Centre and have slightly less energetic games and activities. No
need to book - just turn up and feel free to invite friends.

TEAS TO PLEASE 2022
AT ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, LITTLE STRETTON
We are planning for “Teas to Please” to take place again over the August Bank Holiday this year.
There will be the usual stalls and attractions on Sunday 28th and Monday 29th August from 2pm to
5pm
On the Sunday there will also be a Dog Show on the Manor House drive,
next to the church garden, organized by Mrs Barbara Walker.
The proceeds of the Dog Show and Teas to Please will all be given to the
following good causes:
to All Saints’ Church
to The Stretton Foodbank
to Mayfair Community Centre.
Further details will be publicised in due course.

PLEA FOR HELP!

The members of All Saints’ Church, Little Stretton, whose voluntary efforts have made Teas to
Please such a success over many years, are getting older and some are no longer with us. We
would warmly welcome help from younger and more able-bodied friends from the other churches,
as an expression of the unity of our parish!
If you would like to volunteer to help to set up, serve refreshments or staff the various stalls, to
provide a cake or give a donation to the Tombola or the Sales table, please contact Mike Bourke
(01694 722910). Thank you.

The Well: Do join us at The Well this month when we will be meeting at
Jemima’s, High Street at 2pm on Friday 12th August. The Well started during the
first lockdown on “Zoom” but it was always our plan that we should meet out in
the town as soon as we could. As an interim we have been meeting in the Parish
Centre but we now feel the time is right to go back to our original thought of
being a group of women meeting in public. Jemima’s provides reasonably priced
refreshments and we hope you will be able to join us. If you have any queries
then please contact Chris Hargraves or Anne Braddick who will be willing to assist.

Tea Party , Tuesday 23rd August, 3pm, Parish Centre
On Tuesday 23rd August at around 3pm we're welcoming a coach party of
asylum seekers and refugees from Wolverhampton who are coming to
enjoy a day out in Church Stretton organised by a Christian group called
Wolverhampton City of Sanctuary. They will be walking in Carding Mill
Valley, enjoying the scenery and exploring the charity shops. We're providing them with tea in the
Parish Centre before they return home. There are likely to be around 35 of them including children.
Isabel is very grateful for help already offered and would be grateful for:



Offers of cakes to drop off in Parish Centre between 2pm and 2.30pm (or can be picked up if
needed)



Small donations to cover the cost of purchasing the remaining food and drink.

Please email or phone Isabel if you can help - isabelcarter13@gmail.com or 722296

ST LAURENCE WORKING PARTY – A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
The newly formed DCC of St Laurence’s Church is enthusiastic to
reinstate a pre-pandemic routine. On one Saturday morning each
month, a happy band of willing volunteers used to gather to carry out
regular maintenance in and around the Church and the Parish Centre.
Thanks to Mark Tocknell, a comprehensive maintenance plan
already exists, which highlights tasks to be done throughout the year;
tasks which will prevent bigger problems from arising and potentially
save additional expenditure.
We hope to hold the first of these working parties on the morning of Saturday 17th September and
do hope that you will feel able to join us from 9.30am until lunch time, with a coffee break half way
through. Make sure to wear old clothing and bring along something to protect your hands. Buckets
and small tools may also prove useful!
If you can come along, please let me know, either when you see me, or by sending an email to
julie@lawt.co.uk.
We look forward to seeing you.
Julie Lawton
(Deputy Church Warden)

Many of you will have heard of Shrewsbury Ark, which provides ongoing care and a day centre for
rough sleepers and other vulnerable people. It is run by a small number of paid support workers
but relies heavily on volunteers for the running of the drop in day centre. There is information
about the services it offers online but if you have a few hours a
week to spare and think this something you would like to be
involved in and would like to know more, please call me on
07432 098074. Manney Harrison

Spanish Guitar in a hard case. Free to a good home. Phone Chris Dennison if you are interested,
on 722599.

August services at St Laurence’s:

Sunday morning services at St Laurence’s will follow a

different pattern during August. There will be no separate provision for young people, so our services
are an opportunity for us all to worship together. The 7th August will be a family Communion service,
and the following three Sundays will be interactive services with different areas of the church being
used for different activities. Please do come and along and enjoy meeting and worshipping with the
church family.
Sunday 7th August Readings Genesis 15 1-6, Luke 12.32-40
St. Laurence’s

8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.30 Family Communion Reading John 2.1-11

St Michael’s

10.30 Morning Worship

All Saints

3.00 Evensong
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Online Service

Tuesday 9th
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting,
Wednesday 10th
10.15am
Banner Group, Children’s Room
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
7.00pm
Sound desk training, St Laurence’s
Thursday 11th
10.00am
Sound desk training, St Laurence’s
Friday 12th
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s
Sunday 14th August Readings Jeremiah 23.23-29, Luke 12.49-56
8.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
St. Laurence’s
St Michael’s
All Saints
Online Service

10.30 Altogether Reading John 9.1-12
10.30 Holy Communion
11.00 Holy Communion, Order 2
10.00 Online via website, or by phone 01694 631066

Tuesday 16th
9.15am
Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence’s Church
Wednesday 17th
10.30am
Holy Communion, St Laurence’s
2.00pm
Funeral of Anne Young, St Laurence’s
Friday 19th
8.30am
Prayer meeting, St Michael’s

Ride & Stride—10th September 2022 Ride + Stride is a sponsored walk, ride or visit by car
to local churches. Funds raised support grant applications from churches and chapels across
the country. If you would like to take part in this, there are sponsorship forms available in
each of the churches.
For next year we need someone to coordinate this for our Parish. If you are interested, please
speak to Jo in the office. Further details from https://ridestride.org

For our prayers:
We pray for those who mourn, particularly the family and friends of Margot Smith, whose funeral is at
12.30pm on Friday 12th August at the crematorium, and Anne Young, whose funeral is at 2pm on
Wednesday 17th August in St Laurence’s Church.

We pray for those who are sick or are unable to leave their homes: Carole J, Catherine T, David O,
Robert R, Paul J, Ewan, Rosemary F, Jeannie, Margaret B, Margaret E, Sue H-M, Di P, Roger W, Ray E.

Residential Homes: We pray for all our nursing homes, this week particularly remembering Field
House.

Please pray for Clem Wilson and Lydia Buckley getting married on 6th August at St Laurence’s.
We pray for those who are moving from Church Stretton to be near family: Tim and Barbara

Oakley, moving to Chesterfield, Zena Palmer, moving to Stafford, Chris Dennison moving to Monmouth
and Peter and Liz Hammersley moving to a Pilgrim Home in Chippenham on 8th August.

Memorial Book: We give thanks for the lives of those in our memorial books in August:

Sarah Wildblood, John Edwards, Rosaleen Whately, David McMitchell, William Boss, James Edgington,
Anne Messling, Gweneth Deaves, Richard Blakeway, Elaine Grounds, Patrick De’ath, William Hall, George
Smith, Gwendoline Littleford, Olive Wilsher.

Prayer Chain: Prayer requests for the prayer chain should be sent to Jo at office@strettonparish.org.uk

Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Tuesday morning Parish prayer meeting 9.15am-10am in St Laurence’s Church.
Please come along to join us in prayer for the parish, town, country and the world at this time.
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