
News for weekend beginning Friday 21st November 2025 
Parish Website: www.strettonparish.org.uk 

Parish office: 01694 724224    office@strettonparish.org.uk 
The next Contact will be issued on Friday 12th December 2025 

We are delighted to welcome Bishop Richard to preach 
on Advent Sunday 

 at our United Parish Holy Communion Service  
at 10.30am on Sunday 30th November in St Laurence.   

Please do come and join us. 

Light ADVENTure: This event is the beginning of Christmas for many  

families and it is wonderful to see our church full of activity.  I do need more 
helpers to be able to ensure we can support people in the activities, keep the 
area safe and welcome everyone.   If you are able to help between 3 - 5pm on 
29th November please do let me or Jo, know.  
Many thanks, Sally   sally@strettonparish.org.uk  

Don’t forget to book in for the Wreathmaking 
Workshop if you’d like to take part. 

We celebrate Advent next weekend 

mailto:sally@strettonparish.org.uk






 
The total given at services 
in the Parish on  
Remembrance Sunday was 
£405.62.  This has been sent 
to the Royal British Legion. 

Big Christmas Choir  
Come and be part of our big choir for the Carol  
Service to be held in St Laurence at 6.30pm on Sunday 
21st December. We’ll rehearse in church on Sunday   
December 7th, 14th and 21st from 3pm to 4:30pm.  
Reading music is helpful but not necessary. There will 
be lots of traditional carols plus a couple more  
challenging pieces. We’re a lovely, friendly group; come 
along and join us for a great Christmas sing. Just turn up, 
or talk to Ru or Janet for more details. 

We are saddened to hear that Di Pascoe has passed 
away.  Many of you will remember Di as a member of    
St Laurence church for many years who sung in the 
choir.  She had been living in a nursing home in Hereford 
in   recent years.   

We remember her family in our prayers. 

We were able to share the Parable of the Lost Sheep with over 60 people at 
Messy Church this month and explored lots of sheep-related activities during the 
afternoon! We created pom-pom sheep, sheep rings, marble runs (because you 
need to understand that the sheep need to be controlled!), clay crooks and 
searched for lost sheep in cloud dough! During our celebration time we thought 
about how much we love our pets, how much the shepherd loved the lost sheep, 
and if God is the shepherd and we are the sheep, how much God loves each of us. 

Please do pray for Messy Church and all those who attend that they may grow to know more of God's great 
love for each of them. Please also pray that we can raise more volunteers in this growing area of our ministry 
- can God use you in this way? 

Sheep Ring 

Marble Maze 
Pom Pom Sheep 

CAMEO Carols and Tea 
Wednesday 10th December, 2.30pm-4pm, St Laurence Church. 

Please join us for a traditional Carol Service and a Christmas tea served in the 
church.  For further information please contact Nancy Cleaton on 01694 328132 
or email nancy.cleaton@strettonparish.org.uk 

Coffee morning at All Saints 
Tuesday 2nd December, 10am-12 noon 

There will be a sale table with preserves, 
cakes etc.  Please  come along! 

Hot Lunch at All Saints 
Sunday 14th December at 12.15pm.   

Book with Liz Bourke 01694 722910 



Stretton Parish  
Christmas Tree Festival 

This year Stretton Parish is inviting our community 
to join with us to celebrate Christmas with a  
Christmas Tree Festival in St Laurence Church. We 
have had an enthusiastic response from community 
organisations, which we hope will encourage 
visitors and members of the community to visit the 
church and enable them to encounter the Christian 
message of Christmas. The festival will run from 
Wednesday 3rd December through to Sunday 4th 
January.  Participants have been asked to decorate 
a 4ft tree on the theme of one of the characters or 
objects in the nativity story. 

Marion Shuttleworth, Festival Organiser 

Churches Together in the Strettons’ contribution to 
the Christmas Tree Festival this year will be a tree 
based on the theme of Angels-the heavenly host.  

We are in need of angels to fill our tree please, so 
how about having a go at making some? 
The angels should be 6-10 cm high.  They can be  
knitted, crocheted, paper-crafted....sewn, felted, the 
possibilities are endless- choose something you     
enjoy doing.  Preferably white or silver and possibly 
touches of gold or yellow. 

We need the angels by the last week of  
November.  You can give them to me on  
23rd November at the 10.30am 
service or leave them in the 
box at the back of church up 
to the 25th. 

Thank you. 
Alison Phillips 01694 328613  

Safeguarding Update 

As part of our PCC meeting in September this year, 
the PCC considered what a ‘healthy church’ would 
look like and how we can ensure we are operating 
well and safely in all our different activities. We 
looked at some national guidelines ‘The Code of 
Safer Working Practice’. This code expresses our 
commitment to demonstrating God’s love by  
placing the highest priority on the safety of those 
to whom we minister. It sets out what we expect 
from anyone who ministers across our parish, in 
both paid or voluntary roles, and is one of the ways 
we ensure high standards of safeguarding in all we 
do. It considers issues such as acceptable touch, 
treating each other with respect and dignity,  
drinking alcohol or smoking in the presence of  
children. 

The PCC agreed that this code of working practice 
was helpful to all paid workers and volunteers to 
guide them in their interactions with others and to 
keep us all safe. It will be made available in the 
church to all volunteers working with adults or  
children, through group leaders. It will also be  
given to people as they come into new roles. It can 
also be found online, through a link on our  
safeguarding page of the Parish website or on the 
national church website 

Together, we want to encourage us all to thrive 
and develop in our relationships with God and 
each other in a healthy way and this code of safer 
working practice helps us to do that in a safe way. 

Chrissie Pepler, Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Churches Together Christmas 
Card 

There are Christmas cards from the Churches 
Together in the Strettons to be delivered to all 
the streets in the Strettons.  They give details 
of the Advent and Christmas services  If you 
have some time, please take a pack from the 
churches to deliver. 

Hospitality at our  
Carol Services 

One of our life groups is 
providing mulled wine and 
mince pies after the 
St Laurence’s Carols by  
Candlelight service on 21st 
December.   

Would another life group or 
some individuals be willing 
to serve mulled wine at the 
Contemporary Carol Service 
at St Laurence on 14th  
December?  Offers to Jo or  
Steve please.  Thanks. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/policy-and-practice-guidance


Volunteers - Christmas Dinner 2025 
 

On Christmas Day we will once again be hosting a Christmas Dinner for those in our community who may 
be on their own at Christmas or will struggle to afford a traditional Christmas dinner. The venue will be a 
warm and Christmassy Parish Centre.  
 

We are looking for offers of help leading up to the day, on Christmas Eve to prepare, and on Christmas Day 
itself.  We have a list of roles below that we are looking for people to fill.  
 

We are also looking for donations of items to help make the occasion special for those attending.  
 

If you can let us know what you can do, we will coordinate with you nearer the time . 
 

If you can offer your help with any of the roles below or by committing to donate items listed, please  
complete this quick form as a preference or contact Anna Hunt at anna.hunt@strettonparish.org.uk. If it is 
easier to phone the office 01694 724224, please do or  office@strettonparish.org.uk. Paper sign up lists will 
be in all three churches from this weekend—thank you! 

Roles to fulfil: 
 Helping cook in the kitchen on the day 
 Preparing food on Christmas Eve 
 Help decorate the Parish Centre, Setting Up on Christmas Eve, including one person willing to go up a               
ladder to hang decorations! 
 Washing up & clearing away on the day 
 Making table centre pieces 

 

Items that can be donated  
and for which we’d be hugely grateful 
are: 
 
Christmas crackers 
Christmas cake 
After 8’s 
 Brandy butter 
 Cranberry sauce 
Sherry 
 Wine 
 Soft drinks 
 Decorations for the hall 
 Christmas pudding 

Road Closures in Little Stretton 

We have been informed that there will be road closures operating in Little Stretton on Sunday 7th and 
Sunday 14th December between 9.00 and 18.00. Severn Trent will be installing liners to the drainage 
system along the B5477 Ludlow Road from the Green Dragon to the church. Although we have spoken 
to Severn Trent, these dates unfortunately cannot be altered . 

However, we have been assured that those needing to use their car to get to church will be allowed to 
pass through the barriers by the Severn Trent staff on duty. We are, as yet, uncertain whether parking 
will be permitted on the road itself . 

Should you wish to learn more about what is planned and the road closure itself, please  
go to https://one.network/?tm=GB146597520  

https://forms.gle/9gi8HCZgiNL2U5mL6
mailto:anna.hunt@strettonparish.org.uk
mailto:office@strettonparish.org.uk
https://one.network/?tm=GB146597520


DIARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 25th 
    9.15am Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence 
   7.30pm PCC, Children’s Room  
 Wednesday 26th 
  10.15am Banner Group, Children’s Room 
   7.30pm The Bible Course, Parish Centre 
Thursday 27th 
10.00am Parents and Toddlers, Parish Centre 
10.30am Holy Communion, Order 1, St Laurence 
 Friday 28th 
  9.00am Prayer Meeting, St Michael’s   
  5.00pm Choir Practice, St Laurence 
Saturday 29th  
 10.00am Warm Welcome, Parish Centre 
   2.00pm Wreathmaking Workshop, All Stretton Village Hall 
   4.00pm Messy Light ADVENTure, St Laurence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 2nd December 
     9.15am Parish Prayer Meeting, St Laurence 
Thursday 4th 
   10.00am Parents and Toddlers, Parish Centre 
   10.30am Holy Communion, St Laurence, Order 2 
 Friday 5th 
    9.00am Prayer Meeting, St Michael’s   
     5.00pm Choir Practice, St Laurence 
Saturday 6th 
    10.00am Warm Welcome, Parish Centre  
      7.30pm Craven Arms Men’s Choir Christmas Concert, St Laurence 
  
 

 

Sunday 30th November Readings Isaiah 2.1-5, Matthew 24.36-44 

St. Laurence’s    8.30am Holy Communion, Order 2 

 10.30am United Parish Holy Communion Service 

Parish Centre 5pm Young People’s Life Group 

Online Service  10.30am Live Stream of United Service, via website 

Sunday 23rd November Readings: Jeremiah 23.1-6, Luke 23.33-43                                          

St. Laurence’s    8.30am Holy Communion, Order 1 

 10.30am Altogether 

St Michael’s 10.30am Holy Communion, URC 
All Saints 10.30am Holy Communion, Order 2 

Parish Centre 5pm Young People’s Life Group 

Online Service  10.00am Online, via website 

The Parish Office will be closed from 
Tuesday 2nd to Thursday 4th December. 

The Christmas Tree Festival in St Laurence begins 
Wednesday 3rd December. 



 
Rector Rev Steve Johnson steve.johnson@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 722585 
Curate Rev Mary Carter mary.carter@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 328649 

Associate Minister Rev Preb Christobel Hargraves chris.hargraves@strettonparish.org.uk 01547 550311 

LEP URC Minister, St Michaels Rev Hazel Allen hazel.allen@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 751400 

Children & Families Worker Sally Clilverd sally@strettonparish.org.uk 07985 943 906 

Readers Gillian Taylor gillian.taylor@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 724224 

 Chris Lear chris@barcombe.net 07514 738 653  

Churchwardens Stephen Carter stephen.carter@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 328649 
 Julie Lawton julie.lawton@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 723750 

Deputy Wardens    
St Laurence James Foster james.foster@strettonparish.org.uk 07736 324 160  

All Saints Moira Matthews moiraematthews@gmail.com 01694 723045 

Pastoral Coordinator Rev Nancy Cleaton nancy.cleaton@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 328132 
Treasurer Graham Vince graham.vince@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 328478 

Rector’s PA Jo Aze jo.aze@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 724224 

Operations Manager Anna Hunt anna.hunt@strettonparish.org.uk 07543 400524 

Parish Safeguarding Officer Chrissie Pepler chrissie.pepler@strettonparish.org.uk 01694 771888 

Life Group Coordinator Rev Caroline Windley caroline.windley@strettonparish.org.uk  

Rector’s Day Off Fridays Church office hours:     9am-12.30pm Monday to Friday 

 

 
 
 
 

For our Prayers 
We pray for those who mourn, particularly remembering Janet Guy whose husband John died this week. 

Residential Homes:  We pray for all our residential homes, this month particularly remembering  
Ley Gardens. 

Please pray for the Ministry Team as they have three days away together from 2nd-4th December. 

Pray for Messy ADVENTure, for the children and adults who will attend, that they will be open to hear 
God’s voice and he would speak to each person through the activities or what is said. 

 


